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table; and 4)He hit this at a

speed (speed 4) that maxi-

mizedhistouch.

BB: Postscript: Souquet left

himself with a shallower cut

thanhewanted,buthispound

shotontheBBturnedoutvery

well!

LESSON: When to Take

Your Medicine

When you are stuck with a

straightinshotontheendrail,

seeifshootingitnowcanmake

the subsequent long shot up

table any easier. If not, take

your medicine and shoot for

thedistantcornerrightnow.

ALT:2(F),7(A),5(A),15(B),

12(B)

Thissomewhatawkwardpat-

tern isdesigned toproducea

two-railpositionroutefromthe

KB(15)totheBB(12)

DVD Fine Points  (5.0)

B4(1): This full table view

shows Souquet confidently

strikethecueballandfollow

forward,settingupthisrunout.

B3(1):Thisnaturalone-railer

showsSouquet’sclosedbridge,

whichherarelyuses.

K2(2): Notice how he pre-

viewedhisKBposition.This

includedplacinghisbridgehandonthetable,takingasecondlookattheshot,

thenproceedingtohisshotontheK2.

KB:ThisoverheadshowstheconservativepathSouquetchoseasthecueball

passedfarwideoftheBB.Withhiscontrol,hecouldhave“gambled”forabig-

gerangleontheBB.
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52 – Take Your Medicine – Ralf Souquet 
(RR-B4) (BTP-KB)   

Souquetendedupnearlystraightinonthe7attheendrail,amistakeyouwon’t

oftenseehimmake.Manyinexperiencedplayerswouldshootthe7,remainon

theendrail,andthenwonderwhat’snext.Souquet,however,knewthathe

neededtoescape,soheplayedthe2ball.

Hehadhischoiceofthreeballs(excludingthe12,whichistheBB)forhis

nextshot.Hechosethe5,whichledtotheK2(15).The15thenprovidedhim

withasimpleroutetotheKB(7).HisconservativerouteontheKBresultedin

averyplayablebreakshot.

B4(TBS):Souquetusedamediumhardstroke(speed6-)togouptableonthe

2.

B3(LB):Hiscutangleonthe5allowedhimtobounceofftherailandoutfora

straightinshotontheK2(15).

K2:Youcantellthewayheplayedthisstopshotonthe15thatstraightinposi-

tiononthisballwasjustwhatthisdoctorordered.Perfect!

KB:His55degreecutangleonthe7looksalittlethin,butit’snot.Here’swhy:

1)The4ballisfarenoughofftherailtoslowdownthecueballabit;2)He’s

usingoutsideenglishtobringtheballbacktowardshim,whichalsohelpsreduce

thespeed;3)Thecueballwillbetravelingallofthewaytothemiddleofthe
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